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Special Acknowledgment

The Western Carolina University campus is situated within the ancestral homelands
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. At WCU our work seeks to embrace and
connect to this Cherokee landscape as we work to reinforce our mission at WCU.
We will work to actively engage our community with the extraordinary indigenous
identity and culture of this special place that was once known as Two Sparrows
Place.

WCU Cares

Western Carolina University has a long history of providing recycling services

for campus. The recycling program begin in the early 1970’s with the creation

of the food waste collection program in Brown and Dodson Cafeterias. In

1988, WCU expanded the recycling program to include other waste stream

items including separated paper, metal, aluminum, and cardboard. Facilities
Management Housekeeping staff has been responsible for collecting all recycling
and waste inside campus academic, administrative, and athletic buildings. Facilities
Management Grounds staff has handled recycling and waste pick-up outside all
buildings. Residential Life Housekeeping staff handle residence hall recycling and
waste.

The office of Facilities Management supports recycling efforts on campus as part
of operating a successful campus sustainability program. In the fall of 2016 a new
Recycling Coordinator position was created to oversee recycling. During the 8
week long 2018 Recyclemania competition, the waste diversion rate was 27.19%,
demonstrating the potential of a coordinated recycling effort on campus.

All of the food scraps from the Courtyard Dining Hall is collected by a hog farm in
Haywood County and used as feed. They get 90% of their feed supply from us so
this helps support a small, local business.

Waste oil from dining services is collected by a vendor and taken to Blue Ridge
Biofuels in Asheville to produce biodiesel and home heating oil.

Top Priorities

-Minimize landfill waste and increase recycling

-Provide continuing educational programming and develop marketing strategies
-Appropriate selection of bins and collection sites

-Inform and train staff involved with recycling of its value and importance
-Maximize income generated from various recycling streams

-Reduce landfill fees and hauling costs

-Operate as efficiently as possible given available resources



-Stay abreast of recycling news, technology and markets
-Network with other institutions best practices in order to achieve waste reduction
and recycling objectives.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ATTENDEES

Where do we eat?

For participants staying on campus, breakfast will be served in Norton Hall on
Wednesday morning. Beginning with dinner on Wednesday, all remaining meals
throughout the week—including Friday night’s dinner—will be provided at the
Ramsey Center. To dine at the Ramsey Center, you must either be staying
on campus or have purchased the commuter meal add-on. Commuters
who have not purchased the add-on meal plan may choose to pay with cash at
the on-campus Dining Hall, food court, or eat off campus.

Whom do | call if there is a problem with my room?

Please call the 24-hour Conference Assistant number at 828-226-7438. Please
note that residence halls stay locked 24 hours a day. Be sure you have your
key and access card with you at all times.

What number should my family call if they have an emergency?
e Educational Outreach Office: Cordelia Camp Building Office 150 (8 AM - 5
PM, Monday - Friday) 828-227-7397
e At night, call the Campus Police/University Switchboard at 828-227-8911
e For serious emergencies - dial 911

Check-Out Process from Residence Hall

VERY IMPORTANT: YOU MUST Check-Out with a University Conference
Assistant in the Norton Residence Hall Main Lobby. At time of check-out

you MUST RETURN your meal card and room key OR YOU WILL BE
CHARGED REPLACEMENT FEES. Once you turn your card in, you will not be
able to re-enter the residence hall. Check-Out Times for Norton Residence Hall
are listed below.

Friday: 5:00 - 7:00 PM - Norton Residence Hall Main Lobby First Floor
Saturday: 7:00 - 10:00 AM - Norton Residece Hall Main Lobby First Floor

Please note that there is a charge for lost keys ($50) and lost meal/access cards
($35). You must check out BEFORE coming over to the Saturday morning
session at the Ramsey Center.



Internet Access
Guest wifi no longer requires a password. Connect to “WCU Guest” network
and accept the terms when prompted.

Parking

All participants who wish to park their vehicle anywhere on campus other
than the residence hall parking lots must display a conference parking pass. If
you don’t receive one at check-in, you can stop by the registration table in the
Ramsey Center. DO NOT PARK IN YELLOW-LINED SPACES ADJACENT TO
THE RAMSEY CENTER. These are for staff only. You may park in the parking
deck or the Creek Lot across from the Ramsey Center.

Alcoholic Beverages

Alcohol (beer and wine only) may be possessed and consumed only by guests
at least 21 years old and only within an individual’s private room. Public display
and consumption of alcohol (including lobby areas, balconies and verandas)

is prohibited by university regulations. Kegs and party balls are not allowed.
Possession of illegal drugs will result in immediate dismissal and will be reported
to University Police. State law prohibits smoking inside any building on campus.
University policy prohibits smoking within 5o feet of all buildings.

Access to Athletic Fields Behind Norton Residence Hall

Please do not access, use, or cut through the new athletic fields behind Norton
Residence Hall. These are off limits to us and use of them could result in us losing
privledges to other locations in the future. Thanks for your understanding,

Share your Photos!

WCU’s Division of Educational Outreach is looking for photos and videos from
this week’s field trips, workshops, classes, and more to create recap videos and
use in the future to encourage others to attend! Please consider sharing your
photos and videos with us through the PhotoCircle App.

1. Scan the QR Code with your smartphone’s camera

2. Open link to photo circle invite page

3. Click and Download the PhotoCircle App and install

4. PhotoCircle Cullowhee Native Plants 2025 Photo Gallery
Invite will open to create an account and access

the photo gallery

5. Upload photos and videos to share!

a ‘rerkta

*By sharing photos you give Western Carolina University the right to use these images for
marketing purposes*
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SCHEDULE-AT-A-GLANCE
Tuesday, July 15 - Arrival & Check-In

4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Conference check-in
Vendor set-up
Plant holding area setup

Sponsorship Welcome

Wednesday, July 16

7:00 am - 8:00 am
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
5:30 pm - 6:45 pm
7:00 pm - 7:30 pm
7:30 pm - 7:45 pm
7:45 pm - 8:00 pm

8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

9:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Thursday, July 17

7:00 am - 8:30 am

8:00 am - 9:30 am
9:30 am - 9:45 am
9:45 am - 10:45 am

10:45 am - 11:00 am

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

12:00 pm - 1:15 pm

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm

Breakfast for Tues. Participants

Field Trips & Workshops

Dinner for Wednesday Participants

First-Timers Session
Break
Welcome

Plenary 1 - Listening to Native
Plants with Holly Haworth

Networking

Breakfast for those who
purchased a meal plan

Vendor Walk
Welcome

Plenary 2 - How Can | Help?
Saving Nature with Your Yard

with Doug Tallamy
Break

Plenary 3 - Ten Years of
Managing a Piedmont Prairie
at Sarah P Duke Gardens
with Annabel Renwick

Lunch for those who purchased
a meal plan

Plenary 4 - Coloring the
Conservation Conversation
with J. Drew Lanham

Norton Hall
Ramsey Center
Ramsey Center

Norton Lounge,
Ground Floor

Norton Hall
Depart from Norton
Ramsey Concourse

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Norton Hall

Ramsey Concourse

Ramsey Arena Floor
Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Ramsey Arena Floor

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Ramsey Concourse

Main Stage Ramsey Arena



2:30 pM - 2:45 pm
2:45 pm - 3:45 pm

3:45 pm - 4:00 pm
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

5:30 pm - 6:45 pm

6:45 pm - 9:00 pm
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm

9:00 pm - 11:00 pm

Friday, July 18

7:00 am - 8:30 am

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

8:00 am - 11:45 am

8:30 am - 11:45 am

8:30 am - 12:00 pm

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

12:00 pm - 1:15 pm

12:45 pm - 2:45 pm
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
2:00 pm - 2:15 pm
2:15 pm - 2:30 pmM
2:30 pM - 2:45 pm
2:45 pm - 3:45 pm

Break
Concurrent Sessions 1
Break
Concurrent Sessions 2

Dinner for those who
purchased a meal plan

Book & Plant Sales

Plenary 5 - Gardening for Moths
with Jim McCormac

Music and Mothing with
Lenny Lampel and

The World Famous
Pancake Brothers

Breakfast for those who
purchased a meal plan

Conference check-in

Friday Morning Field Trips

Friday Morning Walks
& Workshops

Exploring & Networking, Plant &
Book Sales

Lunch & Learn

Lunch for those who
purchased a meal plan

Book & Plant Sales
Poster/Display Session
Announcements

Tom Dodd Jr. Award
Break

Plenary 6- Many Hands:
Collaboration in Public
Horticulture with

Thomas Woltz & Brad Odom

Arena Floor
Various Locations
Arena Floor
Various Locations

Ramsey Concourse

Ramsey Arena Floor

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Picnic Area

Ramsey Concourse

Ramsey Arena Entrance

Depart from Ramsey
Center

Various Locations

Ramsey Arena Floor

Ramsey Concourse D, E, F

Ramsey Concourse

Ramsey Arena Floor
Ramsey Arena Floor
Main Stage Ramsey Arena
Main Stage Ramsey Arena
Ramsey Arena Floor

Main Stage Ramsey Arena



Friday, July 18 (Continued)

3:45 Pm - 4:45 pm

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

7:15 pm - 8:30 pm
9:00 pm - 11:00 pm

8:30 pm - 11:00 pm

Saturday, July 19

7:00 am - 8:30 am

8:30 am - 9:30 am

9:35am - 10:20 am

10:30 am - 11:30 am

11:30 am - 11:40 am
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm

Plenary 7 - The Flora of the
Southeastern United States as a

Foundation for Plant Conservation

With Alan Weakley
Break

Book & Plant Sales
Silent Auction Closes

Picnic for those who
purchased a meal plan

Talent Show with Jeff Jackson
Moth Watch with Lenny Lampel
Music (The Cullowhee Players)

Breakfast for those who
purchased a meal plan

Plenary 8 - Writing “Plants
of The Appalachian Trail”
a Field Guide with

Dr. Kristen Wickert

Plenary 9 - Project of
Promise with Kelly Holdbrooks
and Matt Sprouse

Plenary 10 - Plants of Promise
with Katie Davis

Closing Comments
Book & Plant Sales

Conference Ends

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Ramsey Arena Floor

Ramsey Arena Floor

Ramsey Concourse

Ramsey Center
TBD

Picnic Area

Ramsey Concourse

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Ramsey Arena Floor

END OF SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE



FULL SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16

BREAKFAST FOR THOSE STAYING ON CAMPUS - 7:00 - 8:00 AM - Norton
Hall Lounge

FIELD TRIPS - 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

All field trips will depart from Norton Hall side parking lot. PLEASE ARRIVE BY
8:15 AM TO CHECK-IN AND PICK-UP LUNCH! Trips will leave ON TIME and
WILL NOT WAIT for late arrivals!

FT. 1: Exploring Landscape Design Precedents in Panthertown Valley With Preston
Montague, Shelby Lyn Sanders, & Patrick Thompson
FT. 2: Panthertown Valley Ethnobotanical Tour with Kara McMullen & Tom Groves

FT. 3: Botanizing on the Blue Ridge Parkway with Greg Bruhn & Jeff Jackson

FT. 4: Pinnacle Park with Matt Gocke & Brandon Wheeler

FT. 5: Kayaking on the Little Tennessee River with George Morris & Dawn Sherry
FT. 6: Highlands Botanical Garden with Paul Manos & Botanical Garden Staff

FT. 7: Sam’s Knob Valley and Flat Laurel Creek Hike with Owen Carson & Lauri Lawson
FT. 8 The North Carolina Arboretum with Carson Ellis & Arboretum Staff

FT. o: Big Ridge Preserve and Amazing Grace Properties LLC with Ron Lance

FT. 10: Blue Ridge Grassland Communities with Nancy Adamson & Gary Kauffman
FT. 11: Botany By Boat on Bear Lake with Annina Rusila & Jesse Turner

FT. 12: Whiteside Mountain and Highlands Garden with Jeff Zahner

FT. 13: Year-Round GREEN Success: Moss Landscaping with Mossin” Annie

FT. 14: Exploring Old Growth Groves in Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock Wilderness with Stephan
Hart & Nicole Harris



WORKSHOPS
WEDNESDAY ALL DAY (8:30 AM- 4:45 PM)

W. 1: Leaf-ing Good Impressions: Casting Botanical Imprints with Grace Buffaloe - Ramsey
Tunnel Picnic Tables

W. 2: An Introduction to Southeastern Graminoid Identification with Scott Ward - Starts at
Apodaca 503 (Ends at the intersection of Moses Creek Road and Washboard Rd.)

W. 3: Gardening for the Planet: Native Pollinators, Native Plants, No Pesticides with Brannen
Basham & Jill Jacobs - Ramsey Hospitality Room

W. 4: Traditional Knowledge & Indigenous Engagement In Environmental Programming with
David Rahahe-tih Webb - Bardo Arts Building Room 130

W. 5: Native Plant Propagation with Emily Driskil - Ramsey Southeast Multi-Use Room

WEDNESDAY MORNING (8:30 AM - NOON)

W. 6: Upcycling Paper Products Into Plantable Seed Paper with Elizabeth Evans - Ramsey
Concourse D,E,F

W. 7: Earth Color Workshop with Robin Whitfield - Ramsey SW Patio Entrance

W. 8: Distilling and Extracting Native Plants for Medicinal and Aromatherapeutic Use with
Erika Galentin - Picnic Area

W. 9: Evocative Nature Writing: Capturing the Imagination with Poetry and Narrative
Nonfiction with Jarod Anderson - Ramsey Concourse A & B

W. 10: Crafting Your Climate Story with Margot Lester - Apodaca 102

W. 11: Botanical lllustration: Ink with Dayna Walton - Ramsey Concourse H

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON (i:15 PM - 4:45 PM)

W. 12: Native Plants for Commercial, Municipal, and Urban Areas: Navigating Plants, Clients,
and Contractors with Kurt Frega - Ramsey Concourse D,E,F

W. 13: Cultivate Your Writing with Margot Lester - Apodaca 102
W. 14: Sustainable Landscaping with Laura Lee Rose - Ramsey Concourse A & B
W. 15: Ethical Seed Collection with Ryan Merck - Apodaca 513

W. 16: Invasive Species Removal Work Session: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly with Sarah
Heiney and Courtney Steed - WCU Picnic Area

W. 17: Botanical lllustration: Watercolor with Dayna Walton - Ramsey Concourse H



DINNER -5:30 - 6:45 PM - Ramsey Concourse
Dinner is available for those who participated in the Wednesday Fieldtrips and
Workshops and have paid for a meal plan

WELCOME - 7:45 - 8:00 PM - Main Stage Ramsey Center
First-timers Session, Q & A with Cullowhee Native Plant Conference

(All Plenary Sessions are on Main Stage Ramsey Center)

Plenary 1 = Wednesday, 8:00 - 9:00 PM - Listening to Native Plants with
Holly Haworth

Native plants are storytellers. They tell us ancient tales about the intricate local
ecosystems in which we live. They whisper to us about climate, weather, geology,
animals, insects, and fungi, weaving us into a lively web of story that deepens

our relationship to our habitats. In this opening-night talk, poet and writer Holly
Haworth will inspire us to lean in and listen closely to the stories that native plants
can tell us. She will speak about how listening to and sharing the stories of native
plants not only enriches the soil of our own lives but fertilizes the cultural ground
in which native plants can continue to thrive.

NETWORKING- Wednesday, 9:00 - 10:00 pm - Norton Hall

THURSDAY, JULY 18

BREAKFAST - 7:00 - 8:30 AM - Ramsey Concourse
Breakfast is available for those who have purchased a meal plan

VENDOR WALK - 8:00 - 9:30 AM - Ramsey Arena Floor

WELCOME - 9:30 - 9:45 AM - Main Stage Ramsey Center

Plenary 2 = Thursday, 9:45 - 10:45 AM- How Can | Help? Saving Nature
with Your Yard with Doug Tallamy

Nearly every day | get emails from people who have read my books and heard my
talks and yet still have questions about ecological landscaping. These are good,
thoughtful questions about ecology and evolution, biodiversity, invasive species,
insect declines, native and non-native plants, conservation and restoration,
residential and city landscapes, urban issues, oak biology, keystone plants,
Homegrown National Park, monarchs, supporting wildlife at home, and more. In
this talk | address as many of these queries as | can with hope that my answers will



further motivate people to help restore ecosystem function where they live, work,
play, worship, and farm

Plenary 3 = Thursday, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM - Ten years of managing a
piedmont prairie at Sarah P. Duke Gardens, Public responses, Collaborations
and Research with Dr. Annabel Renwick

Ten years ago, around one acre of the Blomquist Garden of Native Plants at Sarah
P. Duke Gardens was converted into a representation of a south-eastern piedmont
grassland. The seeds of more than 100 species of local ecotype wild flowers and
grasses were collected from roadsides, fields and preserves within 50 miles of
Durham. The seeds were propagated, and approx. 20,000 plants were planted into
the Blomquist landscape during 2015 and 2016. In this presentation Annabel will
cover the creation of the Blomquist prairie but the focus of the talk will be on the
management of the landscape, and changes in plant diversity in response to the
management. In addition, she will highlight the many and varied responses of the
public to the prairie as well as spinoff projects.

LUNCH - 12:00 - 1:15 PM - Ramsey Concourse
Lunch is available for those who have purchased a meal plan

Plenary 4 - Thursday, 1:30 - 2:30 PM - Coloring the Conservation
Conversation with J. Drew Lanham

Lanham will discuss what it means to embrace the full breadth of his African-
American heritage and his deep kinship to nature and adoration of birds. The
convergence of ornithologist, college professor, poet, author and conservation
activist blend to bring our awareness of the natural world and our moral
responsibility for it forward in new ways. Candid by nature — and because of it —
Lanham will examine how conservation must be a rigorous science and evocative
art, inviting diversity and race to play active roles in celebrating our natural world.

Concurrent Sessions 1 - (2:45 - 3:45 PM)

1A. - Natives - The Lesser Knowns: Carve Out Space in Your Plantings for
Them with John Manion - Main Stage Ramsey Arena

Those of us who are aficionados of native plants are usually keenly aware of

the most frequently planted species...the Cardinal Flowers, Wild Indigos, Purple
Coneflowers, etc. But let’s take a look at some of the lesser known, yet wonderful
species.



1B. - Native Vegetation Establishment for Stream and Wetland Restoration
Projects: Trials and Tribulations with Dillon Connor - Ramsey Concourse A & B
Native vegetation reestablishment on restoration projects can be difficult,
particularly in riparian and wetland environments where frequent disturbance is
inherent to the natural hydrological regime. Restoration experts are faced with an
ever-increasing number of natural and anthropogenic challenges when developing
and implementing restoration planting schemes. In this presentation Mr. Conner will
highlight some of these challenges and share some planning level considerations,
design suggestions, and practical techniques that can improve native vegetation
establishment in restored landscapes.

1C. - Discovery and Rewilding of the Cajun Prairie with Dr. Malcom Vidrine -
Ramsey Concourse D,E,F

The Great Southwestern (Coastal) Prairie in Louisiana (now referred to as ‘Cajun
Prairie”), was considered extirpated in 1986. However, remnants were recognized
along railroad rights-of-way, and plant, butterfly, and dragonfly inventories were
initiated, and blooming phenology and flight seasons, respectively, were studied.
Restoration efforts began in 1988 and continue today; however, restoration now

is developed under the topics of ‘rewilding’--processes that incorporate local
ecosystems, biodiversity, and hydrology. Concepts of synecology, where parasitic
and mutualistic relationships, recognize the complex nature of community structure
and succession within the context of the global biodiversity crisis. Local efforts are
compiled in an effort to achieve goals of tens of thousands of acres on a realistic
timeline--as we are at the edge of a global cliff linking biodiversity decline with
human population and economic decline, as predicted by the CR’s ‘Limits to Growth

(1972).

1D. - Developing a Georgia Native Seed Network for the Production of
Conservation with Zach Wood - Ramsey Concourse H

In Georgia and the Southeast, there is a pressing need for native plant seeds that
are well-suited to local conditions. Unfortunately, the current supply is not meeting
this demand, which is vital for wildfire recovery and habitat restoration. To address
this, we have launched the Georgia Native Seed Network. This initiative connects
experts and producers with those in need of native plant materials, ensuring these
resources are more accessible. We are actively and ethically collecting seeds from
wild populations, following the Seeds of Success protocol, focusing on common
workhorse species. This effort supports future production and benefits both the
local ecosystem and the economy.

1E. - Mindful Management of Invasive Plants with Raven Sterling - Hospitality
Room
Invasive plants destroy crucial habitats for wildlife, trees, and native plants,



while simultaneously threatening and dramatically reducing biodiversity.
Demonstrating a holistic approach, Raven shares successes in mechanical

removal and management of common invasive plants. In addition to dramatically
reducing the amount and severity of invasive plant infestations that threaten the
health and viability of our land, forests, and waterways, the long-term costs and
consequences of the work are undeniably less severe. They serve, rather than
harm, the overarching system that sustains life. Holistic practices improve soil and
water quality, protect and restore rapidly diminishing habitats for a host of wildlife,
increase the biodiversity of plant and animal life, and create opportunities for
native plant species to rebound and thrive.

Raven demonstrates that mindful management is highly effective and improves the
health and viability of the land and all life that depends on it.

Concurrent Sessions 2 - (4:00 - 5:00 PM)

2A. - Incorporating Indigenous Knowledge into Conservation and
Restoration: An Overview of the Southeastern Grassland Institute’s Tribal
Program with Corlee Thomas-Hill - Ramsey Center Main Stage

The Southeastern Grasslands Institute (SGI), a program of Austin Peay State
University, has recently expanded its tribal program through funding from the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Working Lands for Wildlife
Program. SGI’s tribal program comprises three tribal liaisons in various locations
throughout the Southeastern United States. The liaisons are responsible for

all facets of the tribal program, which embraces SGI’s tribal program strategic
plan. The strategic plan’s components grant the liaisons the foundation for the
enormous endeavor to both incorporate Indigenous ecological knowledge into
SGI’s conservation and restoration projects and ensure that tribal priorities are
considered in all aspects of SGI’s work. Although such a task is immense, the

first and foremost step is to lead outreach efforts to connect with tribes across
SGI’s focal region. These outreach efforts pave the way for listening sessions that
allow the tribal liaisons to understand tribal priorities related to conservation and
restoration. Through partnerships and collaboration with Southeastern tribes,
SGI can facilitate tribal stewardship and access to culturally significant plants and
animals in addition to providing guidance to tribes applying for Farm Bill programs
by offering technical and apply for financial assistance. Furthermore, these
partnerships and collaborations are critical in including Indigenous knowledge and
priorities in SGI’s and NRCS’s conservation and planning projects.



2B. - Gardening for Bats with Bat Conservation International by Cecile
Parrish - Ramsey Concourse A & B

We’ve all heard about gardening for pollinators, but did you know that
incorporating native plants can also support our local bats? Most of the bats

in the United States are insectivorous, and native plants support the insect
populations that our bats need to thrive. Anyone can make their yard or

space more bat-friendly! In this talk we will focus on our Gardening for Bats
recommendations, the science behind this program, and why bats need our help
now more than ever. We hope to inspire many bat gardens through this program
and look forward to scaling nationwide!

2C. - Reclaiming Heritage: Belonging & Biodiversity in an Antebellum
Landscape by Mitchell Robinson - Ramsey Concourse D, E, F

“Conservation, viewed in its entirety, is the slow and laborious unfolding of a new
relationship between people and land,” said Aldo Leopold. However, conservation
is not just a ‘new relationship’ but also a ‘coming home’, in that we are constantly
renewing, acknowledging, and restoring the collective memory, while also changing
our perspective on how we engage with ever-shifting landscapes and human
communities. As a biologically social species, we inherently individuate, accept,
and reject, constantly seeking a homeostasis of belonging and the landscapes

and conditions that nurture our beliefs or those of our tribal tendencies. Who

are the arbiters of belonging, the gatekeepers of our heritage, our greatest good,
of community and conviviality? In a time of cultural “unbelonging”, who defines
what is healthy, additive, and generative for a community, a watershed, and an
individual; what conditions are most conducive toward renewal, growth, and
resilience? This presentation will highlight HollyWild’s initiative toward native/
heritage plant projects and historic urban tree preservation, illuminating how our
living ancestors (i.e., witness trees, remnant habitats) are not only reminders of
our landscapes’ resiliency and storied history, but further serve as non-traditional
entry points for conservation in Southeastern communities with historically
complicated histories and narratives. It will detail the long journey toward bringing
community conservation into the larger conversation of social well-being in a rural
town with deep socio-economic challenges, demonstrating how uplifting native
biodiversity improves social wellness, community engagement, and engenders a
sense of agency in a landscape where “ownership” of the historical narrative has
been myopic, discriminatory, and non-inclusive of our community members’ lived
experience.

2D. - Partnering With Land Trusts To Leverage Plant Conservation Outcomes
with Lauren Ulich - Ramsey Concourse H
In the face of increasing development and loss of natural areas, native plant



advocates are compelled to consider the question of how and where to protect
plants. Meaningful plant conservation is rarely possible without collaborative
partnerships as we navigate a complicated landscape of increasingly fragmented
and privately-owned lands, secure funding for this critical work, and encounter
the difficulty of long-term project stewardship. Have you considered partnering
with your local land trust? The ever-growing network of permanently protected
lands offers unique locations and opportunities to conserve and restore

plant communities. Let’s explore the alignment of land trust work and plant
conservation and how to leverage these partnerships for a more holistic approach
to address losses of plant biodiversity. Join me as | discuss my experiences

from establishing a land trust restoration program, give examples of exciting
collaborative projects and share useful funding opportunities.

2E. - Green Infrastructure Maintenance: Managing Stormwater, Habitat, and
Public Perception by Lyn Rutherford - Hospitality Room

Let’s talk about maintenance! Or should we call it management? Chattanooga’s
Natural Resources Team takes care of municipal gardens, trees, grasslands, and
SCMs (stormwater control measures) like rain gardens, green roofs, and riparian
buffers. These stormwater management landscapes can be expensive and
ecologically sensitive; They require specialized care to function properly. They

are expected to deliver complex water quality protection and flood reduction
services for human health and safety. Which is on top of the usual fantastic
environmental benefits we associate with native plantings. And yet... most people’s
only impression of these remarkable landscapes is just whether or not they “look
pretty”. So what’s a green infrastructure maintenance worker’s role in native plant
outreach? Or in the design process? Wouldn’t stormwater management strategies
benefit the broader land care industry? Will 5 hedge trimmers be enough, or

can we set this on fire? Follow me through a year’s cycle of listening to the land,
adapting, redesigning, teaching, and working outside. | would love to share some of
our successes and lessons learned through managing these special landscapes.

DINNER - 5:30 - 6:45 PM - Ramsey Concourse
Dinner is available for those who have purchased a meal plan

Plenary 5 = Thursday, 7:30 - 8:30 PM - Mysterious Moths: Growing the
Darker Side of Butterflies with Jim McCormac

Our enchantment with butterflies isn’t surprising. These daytime flyers are easily
observed and collectively encompass a rainbow palette of colors punctuated with
ornate patterns. However, their close relatives the moths overwhelm butterflies in
species diversity and sheer numbers. Most moths are nocturnal and largely out of
sight and mind. Nonetheless, they are one of the most important animal groups.



Moths are inextricably intertwined with native plants, bats, birds, and the whole

of the eastern deciduous forest ecosystem. They play an enormous role in the
pollination of native plants and over the eons have spurred the evolution of myriad
defensive plant compounds to ward off caterpillar herbivory. In addition, they are
often far more interesting than butterflies, both visually and behaviorally. This talk
will be a pictorial journey into an intriguing and little known world that unfolds all
around us. We can greatly benefit the ecosystem around us by “moth-gardening”
in our yards.

MUSIC AND MOTHING - 9:00 - 11:00 PM - Picnic Area

Moth Watch with Lenny Lampel and Music by The World Famous Pancake
Brothers

FRIDAY, JULY 18

BREAKFAST - 7:00 - 8:30 AM - Ramsey Concourse
Breakfast is available for those who have purchased a meal plan

EXPLORE ON YOUR OWN - 8:00 AM - NOON
If you have some free time this morning, feel free to take a walk around campus,
Visit the Plant and Book sale, or network with fellow conference attendees

FRIDAY MORNING FIELDTRIPS (8:00 - 11:45 AM)

**All field trips will depart from Ramsey Center Concourse Level. Trips will leave ON TIME
and will NOT WAIT for late arrivals. Please note you must have pre-registered and
paid for the field trips to attend**

FFT.1- The Secret Life of Lichens with Scott LaGreca & Karin Heiman
FFT. 2 - The Vertical Bog with Ryan Schiller & David Siripoonsup
FFT. 3 - Birding Cullowhee with Dawn Sherry & Tom Tribble

FFT. 4 - Deepen Your Nature Connection with Forest Therapy with Nadine Phillips
& Tradd Cotter

FFT. 5- Judaculla Rock - Sacred and Mysterious Site of the Cherokee with Jeff
Jackson & Jerry Parker



FRIDAY MORNING WORKSHOPS (8:30 - 11:45 AM)

*Please note you must have pre-registered for the workshops to attend - Most workshops
are at capacity*
FWS. 1- Prepare to Play with Plants! with Robin Whitfield - Ramsey Southwest Patio

FWS. 2 - Invasive Species Removal Work Session: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly with
Sally Heiney and Courtney Steed - Picnic Area

FW. 3 - Weave and let live- using last year’s perennial stems and fallen branches to create
habitat in cultivated spaces with Chris Liloia - Picnic Area

FWS. 4 - Southern Appalachian Native Grasses and Associated Communities with Nancy
Adamson & Gary Kauffman- Apodaca 503 (PARTICIPANTS WILL MEET AT THE
RAMSEY CENTER TRUCK TUNNEL. BUS LEAVES AT 7:50 AM)

FWS. 5 - Curiosity in the Classroom: Strategies for inspiring students with native flora and
fauna with Clara Aus - Concourse D.E.F

FWS. 6 - On the Ground Impact: Establishing and Managing Large-Scale Native Plantings
with Tyler Wayland- Main Stage Ramsey Center

FWS. 7 - Covering Ground with Native Plants with Preston Montague & Shannon Currey -
Ramsey Center Hospitality Room

FRIDAY MORNING WALK (8:30 - 11:45 AM)

*Please note you must have pre-registered for the walks to attend - Some walks may be at
capacity*

Walk 1: Campus Tree Walk with Geoffrey Neal - Leave from Ramsey Floor near City Lights
Bookstore

Walk 2: Cullowhee Creek Restoration Walk with George Morris - Leave from area between
Concourse A& B

Walk 3: Woody Ethnobotanical Walk with Marc Williams - Meet in Ramsey Floor near City
Lights

Walk 4: Plant and Fungal Associations Ecology Walk and Mushroom Identification
Techniques with Tradd Cotter - Meet Outside Truck Tunnel in Ramsey Center on SW side
of small parking lot

Walk 5: Bee Campus Walk with Sarah Parsons - Meet Outside Truck Tunnel in Ramsey
Center on SE side of small parking lot

Walk 6: Foraging for Wild Goodiments with Planty Kim - Meet outside Truck Tunnel in
Ramsey Center near Picnic Tables

LUNCH - 12:00 - 1:15 PM - Ramsey Concourse
Lunch is available for those who have purchased a meal plan

LUNCH & LEARN SESSION - 12:00 - 1:00 PM - Ramsey Concourse



POSTER DISPLAY SESSION - 1:00 - 2:00 PM - Ramsey Arena Floor

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TOM DODD JR. AWARD, AND SPONSORSHIP
RECEPIENTS - 2:00 - 2:30 PM - Main Stage Ramsey Center

Plenary 6 - Friday, 2:45 - 3:45 PM- Many Hands: Collaboration in Public
Horticulture with Thomas Woltz & Brad Odom

Amid intense climate change, rapid urbanization, and devastating habitat loss,
designers from Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects (NBW) will discuss their
interdisciplinary approach to imagine, restore, and fortify native ecosystems in
public spaces. Projects discussed will include formal gardens in Alberta serving as
native seed repositories for local restoration efforts, a robust piece of stormwater
infrastructure at Duke University that doubles as a public respite, and hundreds
of acres of restored endangered habitat in the heart of Houston. Stories will be
shared of soil building and mycorrhizal fungi reuse, collection and propagation

of local genotypes, and management of hurricane-scale storm surges. The
presentation will highlight key collaborations between a variety of experts in
their fields - including park and city administrators, soil scientists, restoration
ecologists, arborists, conservationists, horticulturists, cultural historians,
engineers, and landscape architects.

Plenary 7 = Friday, 3:45 - 4:45 PM - The Flora of the Southeastern United
States as a Foundation for Plant Conservation with Alan Weakley

It starts with good information... What are the plant species in our region (or

in a natural area or your back yard)? What do they look like? How do | identify
them, using a dichotomous key or some other means? How will | recognize them
as different than similar-looking plants -- without using a dichotomous key? Are
they native or not, in a particular place? What are their ecological requirements
(sun? wetlands)? When do they bloom and fruit? Where and under what names
can | look up additional information on them? Are they imperiled rangewide, or

in my state? Is there controversy about their taxonomy or name? What common
names are applied to them? The Flora of the Southeastern United States (FSUS)
is a good place to start to answer any of these questions. We are serving this
modern flora in multiple platforms (mobile apps, web app / web site, pdfs,
derivative projects) and improving it and adding features as we go. I'll talk about
the features and philosophy of the Flora, taxonomic change, lumping and splitting,
changes in the land, the deck chairs on the Titanic, common names, nativity in the
Homogenocene, conservation of the Real World, and (perhaps) other matters.

SILENT AUCTION CLOSES - 5:00 PM



PICNIC - 6:00 - 7:00 PM - Ramsey Concourse
Dinner is available for those who have purchased a meal plan

TALENT SHOW WITH JEFF JACKSON - 7:15 - 8:30 PM - Mainstage Ramsey

MUSIC - 8:30 - 11:00 PM - Mainstage Ramsey
Enjoy The Cullowhee Players

MOTH WATCH WITH LENNY LAMPEL - 9:00 - 11:00 PM - Location TBA
This nighttime event will provide an opportunity to do some on-campus mothing.
Through the use of sheets and blacklights, you’ll get an up-close introduction

into some of the many local moths found in the Cullowhee region. As we huddle
around the moth sheets, we’ll be able to observe the diverse forms, features,
colors, and patterns found on these fascinating insects. From the macro-moths
to the micro-moths, we’ll try to put some names to the faces and discuss some
of the challenges to identification. This is a great opportunity to create a greater
connection to these insects, which play incredibly important roles in our natural
communities. Bring a headlamp or flashlight if you can.

Saturday, July 19

BREAKFAST - 7:00 - 8:30 AM - Ramsey Concourse
Breakfast is available for those who have purchased a meal plan

Plenary 8 - saturday, 8:30 - 9:30 AM - Writing “Plants of The
Appalachian Trail”: A Field Guide with Dr. Kristen Wickert

It took five years from the first conversation concerning writing a field guide to
holding the final product in my hands. During my talk, | will describe that process,
year by year, of writing a field guide to 398 species of fungi and plants along

the Appalachian Trail. This adventure included planning, organizing, hiking to
capture the 10,000 photos taken for this field guide, and then lots and lots of late
nights writing. If you are interested in learning about the writing process, nature
photography, working with a publisher; this talk will give you some insight while |
share my experience. I'll also share some of the more personal aspects of writing
this book: my story as a hiker on the Appalachian Trail, the inspiration to educate
others through photography and writing, and how this experience has impacted
my life moving forward with wonderful opportunities, such as meeting all of you at
the Cullowhee Native Plant Conference.

Plenary O - Saturday, 9:35 - 10:20 AM - Project of Promise with Kelly



Holdbrooks & Matt Sprouse

High above the sparkling lakes and winding mountain roads of Western North
Carolina sits a new state-of-the-art greenhouse where future forests will be born.
Through partnerships with federal, state, and local organizations, the nonprofit
Southern Highlands Reserve (SHR) has built a $3 million facility that will be the
heart of red spruce propagation for regional conservation projects, as well as

an inspiring example of resource management. The facility includes a mountain
bog, rain garden, and pollinator gardens that can be replicated in residences and
communities to prioritize native plants and mitigate stormwater. Kelly and Matt will
share the challenges and triumphs of a three-year transformation from decades-
old hoop houses to an artful, trailblazing facility that maximizes efficiency and
production. Inspiration and hope are essential in the fight against climate change,
and the new greenhouse at SHR proves no individual effort is too small when we
share a common goal.

Plenary 10 - saturday, 10:30 - 11:30 AM - Plants of Promise with Katie
Davis

In this session, we invite conference vendors and other donors to highlight unique
native plant specimens and their characteristics. We go over what makes these
plants so special and why you need them! Audience members will be randomly
selected to receive some of these species throughout the presentation.

Plant and Vendors Sale Open to the Public from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Conference Ends at 1:00 PM

NOTES:




VENDORS

PLANT SALES END SATURDAY AT 1:00 PM

APPALACHIAN HEADWATERS
DAVID AKAKINIAN

LEWISBURG, WV
WWW.APPHEADWATERS.ORG
DAHAKINIAN@APPHEADWATERS.ORG

484-374-5477

ASHEVILLE BOTANICAL GARDEN
DIANE PUCKETT
ASHEVILLE, NC

WWW.ASHEVILLEBOTANICALGARDEN.

ORG
DIANEPUCKETT@GMAIL.COM

BLUE RIDGE BOTANIC

NINA VETETO

BILTMORE LAKE, NC
WWW.BLUERIDGEBOTANIC.COM
NINA@BLUERIDGEBOTANIC.COM
828-712-5531

BOTANY YARDS

RITA GOWLER

DECATUR, GA
WWW.BOTANYYARDS.COM
BOTANYYARDS@GMAIL.COM

404-6837295

CAROLINA WILD

CHRISTINA BRUNER

ANDERSON, SC
WWW.CAROLINAWILD.COM
NATIVEPLANTS@CAROLINAWILD.COM

864-356-2556

CITY LIGHTS BOOKSTORE
CHRIS WILCOX

SYLVA, NC
WWW.CITYLIGHTSNC.COM
MORE@CITYLIGHTSNC.COM

828-586-9499

CUMBERLAND ROAD WOODTURNING
JOHN CLARKE

SANFORD, NC
CUMBERLANDROADWOODTURNING@
GMAIL.COM

919-593-5133

GREENS CREEK NURSERY
LEE CRITES

SYLVA, NC
LCRITES57@GMAIL.COM
828-506-0457

IZEL NATIVE PLANTS

SHANNON CURREY & CLAUDIO VAZQUEZ
WASHINGTON, DC
WWW.IZELPLANTS.COM
SHANNON@IZELPLANTS.COM

919-599-0009

JOE PYE NURSERY

EDWARD SCHWARTZMAN & SUNNY
HIMES

ASHEVILLE, NC
WWW.JOEPYEECOLOGICAL.ORG
EDWARD.SCHWARTZMAN@
JOEPYEECOLOGICAL.ORG
919-608-8513

LINDA FRASER - ARTIST
ATLANTA, GA
WWW.LINDAFRASERARTIST.COM
FRASERARTIST@AOL.COM

404-702-3712

MELLOW MARSH FARM

LAURA MAULE & SHARON DAY

SILER CITY, NC
WWW.MELLOWMARSHFARM.COM
PLANTINFO@MELLOWMARSHFARM.COM

919-742-1200



MERGOAT MAGAZINE

SORREL INMAN & HAZEL HOFFMAN
KNOXVILLE, TN
WWW.MERGOAT.COM
SORREL@MERGOAT.COM
865-250-6140

OVERHILL GARDENS

AVI ASKEY

VONORE, TN
WWW.OVERHILLGARDENS.COM
AVI@OVERHILLGARDENS.COM

423-295-5003

PENNYRILE BOTANICS
KIMBERLY NAGLE

COLUMBIA, KY
WWW.PENNYRILEBOTANICS.COM
PENNYRILEBOTANICS@GMAIL.COM

865-307-1570

RACHEL’S NATIVE PLANTS INC.
RACHEL NELMS

CHAPEL HILL, NC
WWW.RACHELSNATIVEPLANTS.COM
INFO@RACHELSNATIVEPLANTS.COM
919-885-8642

RAVEN INVASIVE PLANT
MANAGEMENT

RAVEN STERLING
ASHEVILLE, NC
WWW.RAVENNC.COM
828-424-4126

ROBIN WHITFIELD STUDIO
ROBIN WHITFIELD

GRENADA, MS
WWW.ROBINWHITFIELD.COM
ROBINWHITFIELDSTUDIO@GMAIL.
COM

662-230-0368

ROOTS & SHOOTS
CAROLINE WRIGHT
CHARLESTON, SC

WWW.ROOTSANDSHOOTSNURSERY.COM

SALES@ROOTSANDSHOOTSNURSERY.
COM

843-452-5686

SATURNIS FARMS

SARAH COURY & BEN PICK
WEAVERVILLE, NC
WWW.SATURNIAFARM.COM
SATURNIAFARMINFO@GMAIL.COM
828-337-1889

SOLSTICE HANDMADE

DAYNA WALTON

CANTON, NC
WWW.SOLSTICEHANDMADE.COM
DAYNA@SOLSTICEHANDMADE.COM
616-560-9238

SUSTAINABILLIES LLC
SARA MARTIN

CANTON, NC
WWW.SUSTAINABILLIES.COM
SUSTAINABILLIES.LLC@GMAIL.COM
828-713-1599

TANAGER PLANTS

EMILY DRISKILL

MARS HILL. NC
WWW.TANAGERPLANTS.COM
TANAGERPLANTS@GMAIL.COM
828-380-2768

TARA’S LANDSCAPE CONSULTING LLC

& WOOD SPIRIT SALES

CHRIS TARAS & KAREN ANGEL
ATLANTA, GA
CHRISTOPHER.TARAS@GMAIL.COM
404-861-2719



THE SWAMP SCHOOL WOOD THRUSH NATIVE PLANT

REINA KORNMAYER NURSERY

APEX, NC IAN CATON

WWW.SWAMPSCHOOL.ORG FLOYD, VA

REINA@SWAMPSCHOOL.ORG WWW.WOODTHRUSHNATIVES.COM

828-817-7013 WOODTHRUSHNATIVES@GMAIL.COM
215-272-1843

WILDBUD NATIVES
NATHAN BUCHANAN
MARSHALL, NC
WWW.WILDBUDNATIVES.ORG
NATIVELAUREL@GMAIL.COM
828-206-1853

Sponsorships

A very special Thank You to all our sponsors for their contributions
to both the conference and our students and young professionals
sponsorships.

Organizations
Asheville Botanical Gardens
Bear Lake Reserve
City Lights Bookstore (in memory of Larry Mellichamp)
Georgia Native Plant Society
Grow Wild Inc.

North Carolina Botanical Garden
North Carolina Native Plant Society
South Carolina Native Plant Society

Tennessee Native Plant Society

Virginia Native Plant Society
Wild Ones WNC
Individuals
John and Elizabeth Clark
Darren Whatley and David Moore



THE TOM DODD, JR. AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

This award is presented annually at the Cullowhee Conference on Native Plants in the
Landscape. When initiated in 1987, it was called the “North American Native Plantsman
Award.” The first recipient was Tom Dodd, Jr. In 1988, the award committee changed
the designation to the “Tom Dodd, Jr. Award of Excellence.”

The native plant movement in North America is characterized by many diverse and
enthusiastic individuals and organizations, each pursuing their own native plants agenda.
These diverse activities fall into four main categories:

e conservation of native flora in situ.

e studying and promoting the understanding of our native flora.

e building expertise in the propagation/cultivation of native plants.

o the use of native plants in a diversity of natural and designed landscapes.

We have sought out those individuals and organizations that have excelled in one or
more of these three categories. The award recipients to date are:

1987 - Tom Dodd, Jr. 2006 — Maxilla Evans

1988 - Lynn Lowery 2007 - Margie Jenkins

1989 - Fred Galle 2008 -- Angus Gholson

1990 - Lady Bird Johnson 2009 - George Sanko

1991 - Don Shadow 2010 - Emily H. Allen

1992 - Joseph Leo Collins 2011 - 21 Founding Nurseries of the Native
1993 - National Park Service Plant Movement

1994 - Caroline Dorman (posthumously) 2012 - FM. Mooberry

1995 - J. C. Raulston 2013 - Doug Tallamy

1996 — Darrel Morrison 2014 - Gil Nelson

1997 - C. Ritchie Bell 2015 - Sidney McDaniel

1998 - The Nature Conservancy 2016 - Larry Mellichamp

1999 — Theodore G. Scott, Jr. 2017 - Jan Midgley

2000 - Aaron J. Sharp (posthumously) 2018 - Mike Berkley and Terri Barnes
2001 - Donald L. Walker, Jr. 2019 - Elaine Nash

2002 - Edward Ernst Cooper Clebsch 2020 - Wes Burlingame

2003 - Dick Bir 2021 - George Ellison

2004 - J. Daniel Pittillo 2022 - Wild Ones

2005 - Ken Moore 2023 - Richard Porcher

2024 - Dwayne Estes

There remains a wealth of potential recipients. The award committee encourages each
conference attendee to consider an outstanding candidate and to nominate that person
or organization. Your nomination should include, in detail, background information and
the accomplishments of the candidate. Additional letters of recommendation from other
persons supporting the nomination of your candidate are indeed welcome. The Awards
Committee wishes to thank all who have participated in the recognition of, and awards
bestowed upon, our recipients.



Notes

Campus Map

Need a campus map? Scan the QR code below




